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BEGINNINGS
. Ge 1:1-25 - The Universe (Everything)
. Ge 1:26-2:25 - The Human Race
. Ge 3:1-7 - Sin Enters the World
. Ge 3:8-24- God Promises Redemption from Bondage to Sin
. Ge 4:1-15 - Family Life
. Ge 4:16ff - Civilization
. Ge 10:1-11:32 - The Nations of the World
. Ge 12:1ff - The Story of Israel and the Jews

Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God caused
a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.

=« God remembered - Ge 19:29 Ge 30:22 Ex 2:24 1Sa 1:19 Ne 13:14,22,29,31 Job 14:13 Ps 106:4 132:1 136:23 137:7 Am 8:7
Hab 3:2 Rev 16:19 18:5

= the cattle - Nu 22:32 Ps 36:6 Jon 4:11 Ro 8:20-22

= awind- Ex 14:21 Ps 104:7-9 Pr 25:23

= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passages:

Genesis 19:29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, thatGod remembered
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived.

Genesis 30:22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her womb.

Exodus 2:24+ So God heard their groaning; andGod remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.

Nehemiah 5:19 Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that | have done for this people.

Jonah 2:7 While | was fainting away, | remembered the LORD, And my prayer came to You, Into Your holy
temple.

Luke 23:42+ And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”

Jeremiah 31:34+ “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD, for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for |
will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no more.”

GOD REMEMBERS
NOAH

But - Here is another one of those gloriousterms of contrast, in this case contrasting the fate of all life on earth that perished with
the life of Noah and the animals that survived the flood.

God (Elohim) remembered (zakar) Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle (domestic animals) that were with him in the
ark (tebah; Lxx = kibotos) - God had not "forgotten" Noah. The point is that now God acts based on His previous commitment in Ge
6:18+ "l will establish My covenant with you." In short, God shows He is a trustworthy covenant Partner. Recall that Noah's name
means "Rest" and he will now experience a degree of rest from the corrupt and violent world.

Wiersbe - Centuries later, God’s wind would bring the locusts into Egypt and later drive them into the sea (Ex. 10:10-20). God’s
wind would also open up the Red Sea and make a dry path for the people of Israel as they left Egypt (Ex 14:21-22; 15:10). The
stormy wind fulfills God’s word (Ps. 148:8).
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James M Boice - Are you in that state (feeling abandoned as Noah may have felt) even as you read these words? Do you feel
abandoned? Does God seem to have forgotten you? If that is the case, the eighth chapter of Genesis is for you particularly, for its
theme is that God has not forgotten. God remembers.....God remembered Noah in three ways. First, he began to remove the water,
the aftermath of his great judgment on the world....The second way God remembered Noah was by giving him a sign through the
sending out and return of the dove....The third way God remembered Noah was by words. He spoke to him again, saying, “Come out
of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the
animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number
upon it” (vv. 16—17).

Steven Cole - Genesis 8 implies that Noah and those with him in the ark were the only living creatures on earth after the flood (esp.
Ge 8:1, 15-17). God’s promise not to destroy the earth in this manner again (Ge 8:21-22; 9:15-16) would not be true if the flood was
merely local, because there have been many severe local floods in history. Genesis 9:19 and Ge 10:32 state that the whole earth
was repopulated from Noah’s three sons. So the biblical evidence that the flood was universal is overwhelming

Spurgeon - Noah had been shut up in the ark for many a day, and at the right time God thought of him, practically thought of him,
and came to visit him. Dear heart, you have been shut out from the world now for many days, but God has not forgotten you. God
remembered Noah, and he remembers you. Does God remember cattle? Then he will certainly remember men made in his own
image He will remember you, though you think yourself the most worthless one on the face of the earth: “God remembered Noah,
and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark.”

Wenham on God remembered - “God remembered Noah.” Similarly, God “remembered” Abraham after the destruction of Sodom
(19:29); he “remembered” Rachel (30:22), and he “remembered” his covenant made in 9:15, 16, etc Man is bidden not simply to
“remember” the past but the future (e.g., Isa 47:7; Eccl 11:8), which suggests that the word is more equivalent to “think about” than
to a concept of recall. However, since its usual reference is to the past, “remember” suits most passages. When God remembers, he
acts, e.g., saving Lot, giving Rachel children, bringing Israel out of slavery (Exod 2:24; 6:5). This is the first time God is said to have
remembered someone, and this passage is a paradigm of what that means in practice; cf. H. Eising, TDOT 4:64—82. Note God’s
concern for the animals as well as Noah (cf. Jon 4:11; Matt 6:26; 10:29). “A wind”: cf. the wind of God at creation which hovered over
the waters, Gen 1:2.(BORROW - Genesis. 1-15 WBC)

John Phillips on God remembered Noah - The figure of speech used is anthropopatheia, whereby human feelings and
experiences are ascribed to God. As though God could ever forget! It is a touching and lovely way to bring before us God’s loving
and tender care for His servant. Indeed, God’s compassionate concern extended to all the creatures that were in the ark. How
interminable the days and weeks and months must have seemed after the silence descended and the waters lapped ceaselessly
around the ark. Had God forgotten? Was the experience to go on forever? No. God remembered. (BORROW Exploring Genesis: An
Expository Commentary.)

Bob Utley - "remembered" This term (Qal IMPERFECT with waw) is used in the sense of God taking appropriate and personal action
towards someone (cf. Gen. 8:1; 9:15,16; 19:29; 30:22). The covenant God is about to act again because of who He is and what He
wants. Noah will be the beginning of a new humanity.

W H Griffith Thomas on The Divine Preservation - God remembered Noah." The servant was not forgotten by his Lord, and this
point, which is the culminating thought of the section, shows the constant divine care of Noah and his family-There is only one thing
that God forgets with reference to His children, that is, their sins. 'Their sins and iniquities will | remember no more.' (ED: Heb 8:12,
Jer 31:34, cf Heb 10:17) As for God's people themselves, the words are blessedly and eternally true, 'They shall not be forgotten of
Me. (Genesis 7 At the Flood)

W H Griffith Thomas on The Lord's Action (Ge 8:1-5).—The divine judgment is now drawing to its close. The servant is
remembered by God and the covenant established is now to be carried out in full. The waters from above and below were
restrained, and the ark now100 rests in safety upon the mountains of Ararat. The place of rest seems to have been the territory
known by the name of one of the peaks (cf. 2 Kings 19:37, R.V.). (Genesis 8 After the Flood)

John MacArthur - God’s covenant with Noah brought provision and protection in the midst of severe judgment. The remnant was
preserved and God initiated steps toward re-establishing the created order on earth. the waters subsided. (See MSB notes)

NET NOTE - The Hebrew word translated “remembered” often carries the sense of acting in accordance with what is remembered,
i.e., fulfilling covenant promises

and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided God again demonstrates that even in the face of chaos
He can bring order. He used natural wind to dry the ground and evaporation returned water to the atmosphere. This recalls God's
use of wind in Ex 14:21+ "Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind
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all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided." There the wind provided a way of escape for Israel and in
Genesis 8 the wind provides a new world for Noah to experience.

Spurgeon - Winds and waves are wholly under God’s control. | suppose that this was a very drying wind, so the waters began to
turn to vapor, and gradually to disappear. It is God who sends the winds; they seem most volatile and irregular, but God sends them
to do his bidding. Blow it east, or blow it west, the wind comes from God; and whether the waters increase or are assuaged, it is
God'’s doing. Are the waters very deep with you, dear friend? God can dry them up, and, singularly enough, he can stop one trouble
with another, he can dry up the water with the wind. | have known him very strangely with his people, and when they thought they
were quite forgotten, he has proved that he remembered them, and both the winds of heaven and the waters of the sea have had to
work their good. There is not an angel in heaven but God will make him to be a servant to you if you need him; there is not a wind in
any quarter of the globe but God will guide it to you if it is necessary; and there are no waves of the sea but shall obey the Lord’s will
concerning you.

Bob Utley - on subsided - This rare term (Qal IMPERFECT with waw) is used for the abating of the king's anger in Esther 2:1. The
water here is an expression of God's anger over mankind's evil (cf. Ge 6:5,11,12,13). See Ge 6:5+.

Pritchard on subsided - It is significant that the flood did not disappear in a day. The waters rose slowly and fell slowly. Even so,
God usually works deliverance for us gradually, little by little, day by day, step by step. We don’t get into trouble overnight and we
don’t get out of trouble overnight either.

THOUGHT - Nothing can rush, change or hinder God’s designs for his children. In our doubt and confusion,
we rest on this truth: God can make the dry ground appear anytime he chooses. We may feel forgotten and
abandoned in the flood, but the dry land will appear in due time.

African Study Bible There is always hope no matter the crisis. God remembers us even before we call, but He is pleased when we
turn to Him in our troubles. He hears us and has the power to make the waters of our problems recede. Our trust in the all-powerful
God gives us peace and enables us to face any problem. God always remembers us. Sometimes He causes our problems to
resolve; other times He does not. But in every crisis He gives us the grace and strength to endure.

Warren Wiersbe - When you're going through a storm, it’s easy to feel forsaken. “l think the Lord has forgotten me,” said a church
member whom | was visiting in the hospital. In her mind, she could recall Hebrews 13:5 and quote it (“| will never leave you or
forsake you” [nkjv]); but in her heart, she felt lonely and abandoned. Where was her God? When would the storm end? Feeling
forsaken is a normal human emotion that most of us have experienced, whether we admit it or not. “Why do You stand afar off, O
Lord?” asked the psalmist. “Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?” (Ps. 10:1 nkjv). Paul confessed that his troubles in Asia
had been so severe that he almost gave up on life (2 Cor. 1:8), and Jesus, who experienced all our human trials, cried from the
cross, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46 nkjv). Feeling desolate is nothing new to the people of God; but
then they recall the song: God is still on the throne, And He will remember His own!

Remembered (record, mention) (02142) zakar means to recall, call to mind or to be brought to remembrance. The first use

of zakar is wonderful for it says "God remembered Noah" remembering His covenant (Ge 6:18), declaring later "l will remember My
covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to
destroy all flesh. 16 “When the bow is in the cloud, then | will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” (Ge 9:15-16)

Similarly we see "that God remembered Abraham" and for that reason (based on covenant), He spared Lot from the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Ge 19:29). The Lord remembered both Rachel and Hannah and enabled them to conceive and bear sons
(Ge 30:22; 1 Sam. 1:11, 19).

When Israel was in bondage in Egypt "God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob." (Ex 2:24, 6:5, cp Lev 26:42, 45, Ps 98:3 [lovingkindness = covenant term] Ps 105:5, 106:45, 109:16, Ezek 16:60) Moses
interceded for Israel asking God to "remember" the Abrahamic covenant and pass over their stubbornness, wickedness and sin (Dt
9:27)

Thus we see these many of the early uses of zakar speaks of God's good memory (so to speak - for His memory is perfect) is based
on the fact that He is in covenant with those He recalls to mind. To remember” implies a previous commitment made by God and
announces the fulfillment of that commitment. The idea of remember here means “to pay attention to, to fulfill a promise and act on
behalf of somebody.” For example, God’s promise “and their sins and their iniquities will | remember no more” (Heb. 10:17) means
that God doesn’t hold our sins against us and treat us as sinners. Certainly God knows what we’ve done, but because of our faith in
Jesus Christ, our sins are “forgotten.”


http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/old_testament_studies/VOL01AOT/VOL01AOT_08.html
https://oasisinternationalpublishing.com/africa-study-bible/
https://storage.snappages.site/7STCWP/assets/files/The-Wiersbe-Bible-Commentary-Old-Testame-90.pdf
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/hebrew/hwview.cgi?n=2142
https://www.preceptaustin.org/jeremiah_31_commentary#rem

If you are like me and from time to time think God has forgotten you, recall to mind that you are in covenant with Him (New
Covenant) and on that basis He will (forever) remember you! | love Hezekiah's prayer

"Remember now, O LORD, | beseech You, how | have walked before You in truth and with a whole heart and
have done what is good in Your sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly." (2Ki 20:3)

King David called on the people -

"Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the judgments from His
mouth...Remember His covenant forever, The word which He commanded to a thousand generations." (1Chr
16:12, 15)

Nehemiah repeatedly called on God to remember in his prayers (Neh 1:8, 4:14, 5:19, 6:14, 13:14, 13:22, 29, 31). | think Nehemiah
gives us a good "template" to imitate when we make petition to the Most High God! | love David's prayer to God not to remember
and then to remember (Ps 25:6-7). Korah gives us a great pattern to imitate when we are downcast in Ps 42:4, 6.

Many of the psalms speak of either men remembering God (often in form of a prayer) or of God remembering men (e.g., Ps
78:35, 39) Ps 78:42 is a warning to all believers = "They did not remember His power, The day when He redeemed them from the
adversary." Have you been saved? Then you have experienced His power! And doubtless there are countless other instances we
could all remember (if we choose to!) in which His great power has been palpably present to enable or deliver us!

Lord, give us ready recall of Your past power in our life that we might apply it to our present
circumstances. Amen

Ark (08392) tebah is a box like structure which is used in only two settings in the OT - a "big box" referring to Noah's Ark (26
times). It is not the word used later for the “ark of the covenant,” but it is the word used for the ark of bulrushes in which Moses was
hidden as a baby (Ex 2:3; 2:5+). In both situations the occupants were in danger of dying (God's judgment in the flood and
Pharaoh's decree to kill the male infants) and in both situations the occupants were rescued from the water. So in both "divine
rescues” the result was not just salvation for Noah and Moses, but respectfully the salvation and perpetuation of the human race and
the deliverance of the Chose People. (See Epic of Gilgamesh which is a secular writing that parallels the Biblical account of the
flood). Ronald Youngblood adds that "Noah's ark as a symbol of salvation is compared to the ordinance of baptism in 1 Peter
3:20f+, and as a symbol of God's protection from external evil, it was frequently sketched by the early Christians on the walls of the
catacombs under the streets of ancient Rome." (TWOT)

Tebah - 28x/25v - ark(26), basket(2). - Gen. 6:14; Gen. 6:15; Gen. 6:16; Gen. 6:18; Gen. 6:19; Gen. 7:1; Gen.
7:7; Gen. 7:9; Gen. 7:13; Gen. 7:15; Gen. 7:17; Gen. 7:18; Gen. 7:23; Gen. 8:1; Gen. 8:4; Gen. 8:6; Gen. 8:9;
Gen. 8:10; Gen. 8:13; Gen. 8:16; Gen. 8:19; Gen. 9:10; Gen. 9:18; Exod. 2:3; Exod. 2:5

Ark in the Greek Septuagint (2787)(kibotos) means box, a wooden box, a coffer, a chest, a sea-faring vessel
or boat like the ark (Latin - arca) of Noah (Moffatt says something like a barge) Note that kibotos is used for
the Ark (aron) of the Covenant even though that Hebrew word for Ark @ron) is different than the Hebrew word
for Noah's Ark (Mt 24:37-39+, Lk 17:26, 27+; Heb 11:7; 1 Pt 3:20, 4Macc 15:31). The ark of the covenant in
the Holy of Holies (Heb 9:4; Rev 11:19). Kibotos - 6v - ark (6) - Matt. 24:38; Lk. 17:27; Heb. 9:4; Heb. 11:7; 1
Pet. 3:20; Rev. 11:19.

Jeffery Smith: The means God used —sent a wind: common thread throughout Scripture
Ge 1:2 — echo of creation; Spirit brought order out of chaos; same word; bringing a new world into existence; a new creation
Event of deliverance from Egyptian bondage at the Red Sea — Ex. 14:21 — a strong east wind
Dry bones in Ezekiel 37:9
New birth — John 3:8

Day of Pentecost — Acts 2:2 — signal that God was about to do something God acts in the context of human helplessness; when
we can do nothing to save ourselves; God causes the wind to come and blow — all of grace

Bob Utley - Genesis 8:1-5 Notice how the repetitious literary pattern highlights the dropping water levels.

1. the water subsided, Gen. 8:1
2. the water receded steadily from the earth, Gen. 8:3
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3. the water decreased, Gen. 8:3
4. the water decreased steadily, Gen. 8:5

You can almost feel the water level drop bit by bit. The waters of chaos are being pushed back into their boundaries.

1. waters above the vault
2. waters around the dry land (i.e., the deep)

Also notice that YHWH often uses a gradual natural activity. He could have done it instantly but He did it progressively, as He did in
Genesis 1. God used natural means (not exclusively but often) to accomplish His will (Egyptian plagues [cf. Exodus 7-11], quails of
the exodus [cf, Exod. 16:13], strong wind dried bottom of the Red Sea [cf. Exodus 14], landslide at the city of Adam stopped the
Jordan River for Israel's crossing [cf. Josh. 3:16], etc). Usually these events use natural

1. timing
2. intensity

3. locality

God is sovereign but He created the physical realm and then used it for His purposes.

Bob Utley - CONTEXTUAL INSIGHTS

There is an obvious parallel between Genesis 1:2,6-13 and Genesis 7, in that watery chaos of the original creation returns. SPECIAL
TOPIC: WATERS

There is an obvious parallel between Gen. 1 and Gen. 8 in God restoring a life-sustaining land

compare Gen. 1:2 with 8:1
compare Gen. 1:6-7 with 8:2
compare Gen. 1:22,24 with 8:17
compare Gen. 1:28 with 9:1-2

M w DD~

Genesis 8:1-19 is a reversal of Gen. 7:11-24. This is surely literary structuring. See "Opening Statements" at Gen. 1:1-2:3, K. 3.

Ark (08392) tebah is a box like structure which is used in only two settings in the OT - a "big box" referring to Noah's Ark (26

times). It is not the word used later for the “ark of the covenant,” but it is the word used for the ark of bulrushes in which Moses was
hidden as a baby (Ex 2:3; 2:5+). In both situations the occupants were in danger of dying (God's judgment in the flood and
Pharaoh's decree to kill the male infants) and in both situations the occupants were rescued from the water. So in both "divine
rescues” the result was not just salvation for Noah and Moses, but respectfully the salvation and perpetuation of the human race and
the deliverance of the Chose People. (See Epic of Gilgamesh which is a secular writing that parallels the Biblical account of the
flood). Ronald Youngblood adds that "Noah's ark as a symbol of salvation is compared to the ordinance of baptism in 1 Peter
3:20f+, and as a symbol of God's protection from external evil, it was frequently sketched by the early Christians on the walls of the
catacombs under the streets of ancient Rome." (TWOT)

Tebah - 28x/25v - ark(26), basket(2). - Gen. 6:14; Gen. 6:15; Gen. 6:16; Gen. 6:18; Gen. 6:19; Gen. 7:1; Gen.
7:7; Gen. 7:9; Gen. 7:13; Gen. 7:15; Gen. 7:17; Gen. 7:18; Gen. 7:23; Gen. 8:1; Gen. 8:4; Gen. 8:6; Gen. 8:9;
Gen. 8:10; Gen. 8:13; Gen. 8:16; Gen. 8:19; Gen. 9:10; Gen. 9:18; Exod. 2:3; Exod. 2:5

Ark in the Greek Septuagint (2787)(kibotos) means box, a wooden box, a coffer, a chest, a sea-faring vessel
or boat like the ark (Latin - arca) of Noah (Moffatt says something like a barge) Note that kibotos is used for
the Ark (aron) of the Covenant even though that Hebrew word for Ark @ron) is different than the Hebrew word
for Noah's Ark (Mt 24:37-39+, Lk 17:26, 27+; Heb 11:7; 1 Pt 3:20, 4Macc 15:31). The ark of the covenant in
the Holy of Holies (Heb 9:4; Rev 11:19). Kibotos - 6v - ark (6) - Matt. 24:38; Lk. 17:27; Heb. 9:4; Heb. 11:7; 1
Pet. 3:20; Rev. 11:19.

Robert S. Candlish, a nineteenth-century expositor of Genesis, puts Noah’s possible train of thought like this: “Far down in the
unfathomable depths below lies a dead and buried world. Noah, shut up in his narrow prison, seems to be abandoned to his fate. He
cannot help himself. And in this universal visitation of sin—this terrible reckoning with sinners—why should he obtain mercy? What is
he, that when all else are taken, he should be left? May he not be righteously suffered to perish after all? Is he not a sinner, like the
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rest? Does he not feel himself to be ‘the chief of sinners’?” (The book of Genesis expounded in a series of discourses)

F B Meyer - Genesis 8:1 God Remembered Noah

He cannot forget thee, though all hearts that loved thee are cold in death, and though floods of trouble surge and break around. He
comes nearest when there is none else to intercept his love. The floods but bear us nearer to his heart, above the tops of the
highest hills.

He could not forget because his honor was pledged. — There was a tacit understanding between Noah and himself, that if his
servant obeyed his mandate He would be responsible for the consequences that obedience might involve. There is no need to make
bargains with God, as Jacob did. It is far better simply to obey, sure that whatever the highest honor may demand, God will be equal
to it. He will have prepared more than we expected.

He could not forget, because He rode the waters with his child. — He said, “Come thou into the Ark,” evidently He was inside; and
when it is said that God shut him in, it was from inside that the door was locked. Whatever happened to Noah was an experience for
his Almighty Friend. They had walked together on the earth; they now shared together the seclusion of the Ark. God is identified in
the experiences of his saints. Their pangs, and tears, and waiting-hours are his. He can no more forget, than a mother her sucking
child.

He could not forget, because Noah was a type of his beloved Son. — Across the dark sea of death, the cross of Jesus has brought
Him and his own: so that we now belong, not to the old world which is under the curse, but to the world of Resurrection-Life. The
dark woes of Calvary were imaged there: how could God forget? Reckon on God'’s faithfulness: He will not leave thy soul in Hades.

Jon Courson has an intriguing thought on the use of the Hebrew word wind in Ge 8:1 (God caused a wind to pass over the earth,
and the water subsided.) - The Hebrew word translated “wind” is ruach which is also translated “spirit.” In other words, the world
(OF NOAH) was covered with water and the Spirit moved across the water just as He did at creation (Genesis 1:2), and land
became visible. Water being a picture, or type of the Word (cf Eph 5:26), it is always when the Spirit moves across the pages of
Scripture that my world becomes clear again.

Steven Cole has a similar thought - Genesis 8 reminds us of the creation account in Genesis 1. In both accounts, the earth is
covered with water. In Genesis 1 the Spirit moved; here God caused the wind (same Hebrew word as “Spirit”) to blow. In both
accounts the dry land is separated from the waters, vegetation sprouts and the earth is prepared for man. Both chapters show us
God'’s gracious provision for His creatures.

Remembered in Prayer

Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her. Genesis 30:22
Today's Scripture & Insight: Genesis 30:1-2, 22-24

In the large African church, the pastor fell to his knees, praying to God. “Remember us!” As the pastor pleaded, the crowd
responded, crying, “Remember us, Lord!” Watching this moment on YouTube, | was surprised that | shed tears too. The prayer was
recorded months earlier. Yet it recalled childhood times when | heard our family’s pastor make the same plea to God. “Remember
us, Lord!”

Hearing that prayer as a child, I'd wrongly assumed that God sometimes forgets about us. But God is all-knowing (Psalm 147:5; 1
John 3:20), He always sees us (Psalm 33:13—-15), and He loves us beyond measure (Ephesians 3:17-19).

Even more, as we see in the Hebrew word zakar, meaning “remember,” when God “remembers” us, He acts for us. Zakar also
means to act on a person’s behalf. Thus, when God “remembered” Noah and “all the wild animals and the livestock that were with
him in the ark,” He then “sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded” (Genesis 8:1). When God “remembered” barren
Rachel, He “listened to her and enabled her to conceive. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son” (30:22-23).

What a great plea of trust to ask God in prayer to remember us! He'll decide how He answers. We can pray knowing, however, that
our humble request asks God to move. By: Patricia Raybon (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do
not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

In what area of your life do you need God to remember you? How willing are you to pray with such intent and purpose?

Dear heavenly Father, grow my understanding of Your remembrance of me. Then, where | need You to act, please remember me.
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God Remembers
God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. —Genesis 8:1
Today's Scripture: Genesis 8:1-17

A Chinese festival called Qing Ming is a time to express grief for lost relatives. Customs include grooming gravesites and taking
walks with loved ones in the countryside. Legend has it that it began when a youth’s rude and foolish behavior resulted in the death
of his mother. So he decided that henceforth he would visit her grave every year to remember what she had done for him. Sadly, it
was only after her death that he remembered her.

How differently God deals with us! In Genesis, we read how the flood destroyed the world. Only those who were with Noah in the ark
remained alive. But God remembered them (Ge 8:1) and sent a wind to dry the waters so that they could leave the ark.

God also remembered Hannah when she prayed for a son (1 Sam. 1:19). He gave her a child, Samuel.

Jesus remembered the dying thief who said, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Today You will
be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42-43).

God remembers us wherever we are. Our concerns are His concerns. Our pain is His pain. Commit your challenges and difficulties
to Him. He is the all-seeing God who remembers us as a mother remembers her children, and He waits to meet our needs. By: C. P.
Hia (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

There is an Arm that never tires
When human strength gives way;
There is a Love that never fails
When earthly loves decay.
—Wallace

To know that God sees us brings both conviction and comfort.

F B Meyer - Our Daily Walk The Soul's Venture

IT IS very helpful to ponder these words, for it gives the assurance that not only will God take care of cattle, and birds, and every
living thing, as we learn from Deut. 25:4; Ps. 104:11-22; Jonah 4:11; Matt. 6: 26; but that He will much more think of and care for us,
His children! Like Noah and his family, you may be shut away from all human help. It may be as impossible for you, as it was for
him, to extricate yourself. You may have the responsibility of providing for those in need. Your supplies may be continually
decreasing before your eyes, but God remembers you amid the waste of waters, and beneath those dark cloud-covered skies. As a
mother cannot forget her sucking child, so God cannot forget you.

The ark grounded on the lower slopes of Ararat on the seventeenth day of the seventh month, and the waters decreased so rapidly,
that, as Noah had reaped the harvest before the Flood came, he left the ark in time to sow for the succeeding year. Dare to trust the
times and seasons of your life to your Heavenly Father's care. He only waits to be trusted, and then life becomes woven into a
beautiful mosaic of His loving forethought and care.

Be sure to guard against raven-like thoughts, which are restless and evil-feeding; seek to cultivate meek, gentle, pure, and dove-like
thoughts that cull the olive-leaves of promise from the Word of God. Presently He who said "Come in," will say "Go forth!" Then build
your altar of self-sacrifice and self-giving.

PRAYER - Heavenly Father, strengthen me that | may look, not on the dark cloud, but for Thy rainbow; not on what Thou hast taken
or withheld, but on what Thou hast left; not on the stormy waters, but on the face of Jesus. AMEN.

Parunak: “God remembered Noah....” Not a casual, passive response, as though God were liable to a “senior moment.”
« It is deliberate. To see this, consider how the verb is used of people:
o They can be commanded to remember (and mostly, God is the object): Eccl 12:1; Isa 46:8 (bring to mind); Deut 32:7.
o They can be condemned for not remembering. Ezek 16:22, 43

It is personal. What God remembers is mostly people or events associated with people (e.g., their sin, their misfortune). (And what
people mostly remember or forget is God.)
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It is active. Always associated with action.

o Here, he remembers and withdraws the waters.

o Ge 19:29, he remembers Abraham and thus delivers Lot from the cities of the plain before the judgment.
o Ge 30:22, he remembers Rachel and gives her a child.
o When he remembers sin, it is to punish it, Jer 14:10.

We tend to think of forgetting as accidental, outside of our control. And it may be, in cases of dementia. But with healthy people, if
you really care about something and focus your attention on it, you don'’t forget it. Isa 49:15 , “Can a woman forget her sucking
child?” “| forgot” is less an excuse than a confession that “I didn’'t care.” Conversely, if something is really important to you, you
remember it. Thus Moses uses the word to remind us how precious Noah and his cargo are to God. The Lord has had his eye on
them the whole time.

James Boice: It is God’s nature to remember. He is faithful. To be sure, this is the first time in the Bible where we are told that
God remembered something. But this was not the last time. Genesis 19:29 tells us that “God remembered Abraham” and rescued
his nephew Lot. “God remembered Rachel,” Isaac’s wife, and she conceived (Genesis 30:22). Psalm 9:12 tells us that God
“remembers...the afflicted.” Many times God is said to remember His covenant or His promises. The psalmist writes that He
“remembered us in our low estate” (Psalm 136:23).

Paul Apple - 3 KEY WAYS THAT GOD REMEMBERED NOAH

1. Ge 8:1-5 PROVIDING REST -- CAUSING THE WATERS TO RECEDE SO THE ARK CAME TO REST Brings order and new
life out of chaos and destruction

2. Ge 8:6-12) PROVIDING HOPE -- GRANTING WAITING NOAH A GRACIOUS SIGN THAT THE LAND WAS DRYING OUT
AND BECOMING INHABITABLE AGAIN

3. Ge 8:13-19) PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS -- COMMANDING NOAH AND THE OCCUPANTS OF THE ARK TO
DISEMBARK AND BEGIN LIFE ANEW ON AN EARTH PURGED OF HUMAN WICKEDNESS

Norman Geisler - When Critics Ask - Genesis 8:1—Did God temporarily forget Noah?

PROBLEM: The fact that the text says that “God remembered Noah” seems to imply that He temporarily forgot him. Yet the Bible
declares that God knows all things (Ps. 139:2—4; Jer. 17:10; Heb. 4:13) and that He never forgets His saints (Isa. 49:15). How then
could He temporarily forget Noah?

SOLUTION: In His omniscience, God was always aware of Noah being in the ark. However, after Noah was left in the ark for over a
year, as if he were forgotten, God gave a token of His remembrance and brought Noah and his family out of it. But, God had never
forgotten Noah, since it was He that warned Noah in the very beginning in order to save him and the human race (cf. Gen. 6:8—13).
We often use a similar expression when we “remember” someone on their birthday, even though we had never forgotten they
existed

Genesis 8:2 Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky was
restrained;

= fountains - Ge 7:11 Pr 8:28 Jon 2:3
= the rain - Job 37:11-13 38:37 Mt 8:9,26,27
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

GOD CLOSES WHAT
HE HAD OPENED

Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed- This is a direct divine reversal of Ge 7:11 where "all
the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened.”

And the rain from the sky was restrained- This is a direct sovereign reversal of Ge 7:12 "The rain fell upon the earth
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Bob Utley on the floodgates of Heaven - It is uncertain what this term means. It is something that lets something through. (1)
windows — Gen. 7:11; 8:2; 2 Ki 7:2,19; Isa. 24:18; Mal. 3:10, (2) lattice — Eccl. 12:3, (3) chimney — Hosea 13:3

Spurgeon - God works upwards, and stops the windows of heaven. He works downwards, and stays the breaking up of the
fountains of the deep.

“He everywhere hath sway,
And all things serve his might.”

Be not afraid; he can open the windows of heaven, and pour down abundant blessings for you, and he can let down the cellar-flaps
of the great deep, and stop its flowing fountains.

“When he makes bare his arm,
What shall his work withstand?”

Genesis 8:3 and the water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one hundred and fifty days the water
decreased.

= continually - Heb. in going and returning
= hundred - Ge 7:11,24
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

THE WATERS RECEDE
OVER 150 DAYS

and the water receded steadily from the earth- This is a reversal of Ge 7:17, 24 where "the flood came upon the earth...the
water prevailed upon the earth.”

and at the end of one hundred and fifty days the water decreased- The Flood rose to its peak at 150 days (Ge 7:24). It then
took over 2.5 months before the water receded to reveal other mountain peaks (Ge 8:4, 5), over 4.5 months before the dove could
find dry land (Ge 8:8-12), and almost 8 months before the occupants could leave the Ark (Ge 8:14), which totals to around 371 days
(See Chronology)

Wenham the water decreased (or receded) - Exactly the same description is given of the Red Sea returning to its place in Exod
14:26, 28, and the Jordan likewise, in Josh 4:18, the other great saving acts associated with water in the OT. Here the waters are
pictured as returning to their normal place, above the sky and below the earth. (BORROW - Genesis. 1-15 WBC)

John Phillips remarks that "It was His will that the earth be fully ready for the redeemed and that all traces of His wrath be erased
before they be permitted to come out of the ark (BORROW Exploring Genesis: An Expository Commentary.)

James Freeman - New Manners and Customs (BORROW) - Ge 8:3—4 “Mount Ararat” - Mount Ararat consists of two volcanic

peaks in extreme eastern Turkey, near the border with Armenia and Iran, on which the ark rested after the Flood subsided. The
name Ararat is the Hebrew form for Urartu, the Assyrian name of an Assyrian-Babylonian kingdom that flourished between the Aras
and the Upper Tigris rivers from the 9th to the 7th century B.C. Ararat is a sacred place to the Armenian people. The Persian people
call it Koh-i-nuh, “Noah’s Mountain,” and have a legend that refers to Ararat as the cradle of the human race.

From the lowlands of the Aras River, Ararat rises to a height of nearly 17,000 feet. It has two conical peaks: Little Ararat and Great
Ararat. Except for a 7000-foot spur on the northwest that merges with a long ridge, the mountain is completely isolated by
surrounding plains that rise about 2500 to 4500 feet above sea level. From an elevation of about 8800 feet, Little Ararat rises to
12,840 feet, and Great Ararat rises to 16,854 feet. (Three encyclopedias give different elevations for both mountains. They list Little
Ararat from 12,782 feet [3896 meters] to 12,840 feet [3925 meters], and Great Ararat from 16,804 feet [5122 meters] to 16,854 feet
[5137 meters])).

Above the 14,000-foot level, Great Ararat is covered with perpetual snow. Considering the high elevations of the areas surrounding
the peaks, the region is remarkably fertile and pasturable. Some archaeologists believe that Ararat received more rainfall in biblical
times than it does today. If so, the pasturable areas may have been even more productive in ancient times.

The first successful climb of Great Ararat in modern times was in 1829 by a German, Johann Jacob von Parrot. On July 2, 1840, an
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earthquake struck the mountain and tore off great masses that avalanched down and destroyed a village, a convent, and a chapel—
the last settlements on the mountain. In the summer of 1949, an American expedition ascended Mount Ararat in an unsuccessful
attempt to search for evidence of the existence of Noah’s ark. Recent expeditions, one headed by a former American astronaut,
have reported finding timbers that some believe came from the ark.

Modern Mount Ararat, however, is neither excluded nor specifically identified in the Scriptures as the resting place of the ark. The
phrase, “came to rest on the mountains of Ararat,” places it in the range of mountains in which Ararat is located. It's not wrong to
attempt to discover the location of the ark, or whatever remains of it, but the truth of Noah’s Flood doesn’t depend upon locating the
ark or its remains. The Scriptures are sufficient evidence in themselves.

Genesis 8:4 In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat.

= the ark - Ge 7:17-19

= Ararat - Ararat is generally understood to be Armenia, as it is rendered elsewhere, in which there is a great chain of
mountains, like the Alps or the Pyrenees, upon the highest part of which, called by some, "The Finger Mountain," the ark is
supposed to have rested. 2Ki 19:37 Isa 37:38 Jer 51:27

= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Ararat in 3D - Don't become dizzy!

In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month -(See Chronology) In the seventh month, refers to the seventh
month of the year, not of the deluge. By this time Noah and family had been on the Ark for over a year! This exact date underscores
that this was a definite historical event. And by the way, what other event took place on the seventeenth day of the seventh
month? The Resurrection of Jesus Christ! (See note by Jon Courson)

The ark (tebah; Lxx = kibotos) rested (nuach) upon the mountains of Ararat - This occurs exactly five months after the start of the
flood (Ge 7:11) or 150 days (see note). Of course the mountain was not revolving as in the depiction above! But how did the Ark just
happen to land on the mountains of Ararat? There is no evidence that the Ark had any rudder or stirring capability, so clearly God
rested the Ark on the mountains. Note while this could be the specific mountain named Ararat, the text says "mountains” so it leaves
the precise location in question.

Wiersbe - In later years, the seventh month was very special to the Jews, for during that month they ushered in the new year with
the Feast of Trumpets and celebrated the day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:23—44).

Wenham on rested - “Rested” (wattanah), clearly a paronomastic allusion to Noah’s name (ndah; cf. Ge 5:29+ = “This one will give
us rest"). (BORROW - Genesis 1-15)

Bob Utley on the the mountains of Ararat - This has been explained in three ways: (1) a mountain on the Turkish/Armenian
border; (2) a mountain to the north of Mesopotamia near Lake Van; (3) the term itself refers to a whole mountain range
(Assyrian urartu), not specifically a peak (notice the PLURAL "mountains”)

NET NOTE has a different interpretation of mountains (plural) - Obviously a boat (even one as large as the ark) cannot rest on
multiple mountains. Perhaps (1) the preposition should be translated “among,” or (2) the plural “mountains” should be understood in
the sense of “mountain range” (see E. A. Speiser, Genesis [Anchor Bible], 53 - BORROW). A more probable option (3) is that the
plural indicates an indefinite singular, translated “one of the mountains” (see W. Gesenius, E. Kautsch, A. Cowley Hebrew
Grammar, BORROW 400 §124.0).

NET NOTE Ararat is the Hebrew name for Urartu, the name of a mountainous region located north of Mesopotamia in modern day

eastern Turkey. See E. M. Yamauchi Foes from the northern frontier : invading hordes from the Russian steppes, 29-32; G. J.
Wenham, Genesis. 1-15 (WBC), 1:184-85; C. Westermann, Genesis 1-11, 1:443-44.

Steven Cole - Then there is the time which it took for the flood waters to abate. The water prevailed upon the earth for 150 days
(Ge 7:24). This means that it took 110 days after the rain stopped for the water to recede enough for the ark to touch down on
Mount Ararat (Ge 8:3, 4). It took another ten weeks for the water level to go down enough for the tops of other mountains to become
visible (Ge 8:5). All told, it was just over a year before it was safe for Noah and those on the ark to disembark (Ge 8:14-15). No local
flood would require that much time to subside.

Spurgeon - God told Noah when to go into the ark, but he did not tell him when he should come out again. The Lord told Noah when
to go in, for it was necessary for him to know that; but he did not tell him when he should come out, for it was unnecessary that he
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should know that. God always lets his people know what is practically for their good. There are many curious points on which we
should like to have information, but God has not revealed it, and when he has not revealed anything, we had better not try to unravel
the mystery. No good comes of prying into unrevealed truth. Noah knew that he would come out of the ark one day, for was he not
preserved there to be a seed-to keep the race alive? Noah was not told when he should be released, and the Lord does not tell you
when your trouble will come to an end. It will come to an end; therefore wait, and be patient, and do not want to know the time of
your deliverance. We should know too much if we knew all that will happen in the future. It is quite enough for us if we do our duty in
the present, and trust God for the rest. Still, | think that Noah must have been very pleased when he felt the ark grating at last on the
mountains of Ararat. He could not build a cook for his big ship; but God had prepared a berth for it on the mountain side Now, as he
looked out, he could see, here and there, a mountain top rising like an island out of the great expanse of water.

Significance of the ark coming to its resting place
Significance of Jesus resting after completing His work of redemption

Significance of God wanting His people to enter in to an eternal rest

Rested (lay, leave, place/put, set/settle, deposit)(05117) nuach/nuah means to rest or pause and as noted from the many ways it is
translated (see list of words below), nuach has many uses in the OT. Nuach essentially conveys a basic sense of absence of
movement and of being settled in a particular place with overtones of finality. The first use in Ge 2:15 describes how God "put"
Adam in the Garden. The next use describes a physical setting down of something (Ge 8:4, cp 2Sa 21:10, Ex 10:14, Josh 3:13).

ARARAT [ISBE] - ar'-a-rat (‘araraT): A mountainous plateau in western Asia from which flow in different directions the Euphrates,
the Tigris, the Aras and the Choruk rivers. lts general elevation is 6,000 feet above the sea. Lake Van, which like the Dead Sea has
no outlet, is nearly in its center. The Babylonian name was Urartu, the consonants being the same in both words. In 2 Ki
19:37 and Isa 37:38 the word is translated in the King James Version Armenia, which correctly represents the region designated. It
was to Armenia that the sons of Sennacherib fled. In Jer 51:27 Ararat is associated with Minni and Ashkenaz, which according to the
Assyrian monuments lay just to the east of Armenia. In Gen 8:4 the ark is said to have rested "upon the mountains of Ararat," i.e. in
the mountainous region of Armenia, the plural showing that the mountain peak known as Ararat was not referred to. This peak is of
volcanic origin and lies outside the general region, rising from the lowlands of the Araxes (Aras) River to a height of 17,000 feet,
supported by another peak seven miles distant, 13,000 feet high. It is only in comparatively modern times that the present name has
been given to it. The Armenians still call it Massis, but believe, however, that Noah was buried at Nachitchevan near its base.

The original name of the kingdom occupying Armenia was Bianias, which Ptolemy transliterated Byana. Later the "B" was modified
into "V" and we have the modern Van, the present capital of the province. The "mountains of Ararat" on which the ark rested were
probably those of the Kurdish range which separates Armenia from Mesopotamia and Kurdistan. In the Babylonian account the
place is called "the mountain of Nizir" which is east of Assyria. Likewise Berosus locates the place "in the mountain of the
Kordyaeans" or Kurds (Ant., |, iii, 6), while the Syriac version has Hardu in Gen. 8:4 instead of Ararat. The Kurds still regard Jebel
Judi, a mountain on the boundary between Armenia and Kurdistan, as the place where the ark rested.

This elevated plateau of Armenia has still many attractions, and is eminently suited to have been the center from which the human
race spread in all directions. Notwithstanding its high elevation the region is fertile, furnishing abundant pasture, and producing good
crops of wheat and barley, while the vine is indigenous. Moreover there are unmistakable indications that in early historic times there
was a much more abundant rainfall in all that region than there is now, so that the climate was then better adapted to the wants of
primitive man. This is shown by the elevated beaches surrounding lakes Van, Urumiah, and, indeed, all the lakes of central Asia.
Great quantities of mammoth bones have been found in these bordering lacustrine deposits corresponding to those found in the
glacial and postglacial deposits of Europe and America. It should, also, be remembered that the drying up of the waters of the flood
is represented to have been very gradual--it being 170 days from the time the waters began to subside before Noah could
disembark. It may have been many centuries before the present conditions were established, the climate, meanwhile, being
modified to a corresponding degree by the proximity of vast surrounding bodies of water.

Armenia abounds in inscriptions carved on the rocks, altar stones and columns, but they have been only imperfectly translated. The
script is cuneiform and each letter has only a single phonetic character attached to it. But there are introduced a good many
borrowed ideographs which have assisted in the decipherment. According to Sayce this cuneiform syllabary was introduced from
Assyria after the conquest of Shalmaneser Il in the 9th century BC. George Frederick Wright

Jon Courson - In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on a mountain named Ararat, the ark came to rest. The
seventh month would become the first month in the Hebrew religious calendar when the Jews were delivered from their Egyptian
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bondage (Exodus 12:1-5). And it was on the fourteenth day of the first month—Passover—when Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God was
nailed to a cross. Maybe now you're beginning to see the significance of the text before us. But wait. The ark rested on the
seventeenth day—that’s three days after Passover. What took place three days after Jesus was crucified? He rose again. Therefore,
the ark rested on the mountain the very day Christ would rise from the dead. Just as the ark rested on Resurrection Day, so too, our
faith rests on the fact of the Resurrection.....Our faith rests on the fact of the Resurrection. If Christ has not risen, then we are, as
Paul said, most miserable (1 Corinthians 15:19). We don’t know what to say to the Taoist, to the Mormon, to the Buddhist. If Christ
did not rise from the dead, we do not know if we're headed in the right direction. But if, on the other hand, He did rise from the dead,
He did something no one else in history has ever done. The Resurrection is conclusive proof that we are on the right track. Our ship
of faith rests on the mountain of the Resurrection. (Courson's Application Commentary, Old Testament, Volume 1 - Genesis-Job) )

MAJOR MOUNTAINS
OF THE BIBLE

Source: John MacArthur - MSB Notes (note all mountains link to Wikipedia articles)

= Mt. Ararat (in modern Turkey), where Noah’s ark came to rest (Gen. 8:4).

= Mt. Carmel, where Elijah was victorious over the prophets of Baal (1 Kin. 18:9-42).

« Mt. Ebal (opposite Mt. Gerizim), where Moses commanded that an altar be built after the Hebrews entered the Promised
Land (Deut. 27:4).

=« Mt. Gerizim, where Jesus talked with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:20).

=« Mt. Gilboa, where King Saul and his sons were killed in a battle with the Philistines (1 Chr. 10:1, 8).

=« Mt. Hermon, a mountain range that marked the northern limit of the conquest of Canaan (Josh. 11:3, 17).

= Mt. Lebanon, the source of cedar wood for Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem (1 Kin. 5:14, 18).

= Mt. Moriah, where Abraham brought Isaac for sacrifice (Gen. 22:2) and the location of Solomon’s temple (2 Chr. 3:1).

= Mt. Olivet, or Mt. of Olives, where Jesus gave the discourse on His Second Coming (Matt. 24:3).

= Mt. Pisgah, or Nebo, where Moses viewed the Promised Land (Deut. 34:1).

= Mt. Seir, south of the Dead Sea, the location to which Esau moved after Isaac’s death (Gen. 36:8).

« Mt. Sinai, or Horeb (near Egypt), where the law was given to Moses (Ex. 19:2-25).

= Mt. Tabor, 6 miles east of Nazareth, served as a boundary between Issachar and Zebulun; also Barak launched his attack on
Sisera from Tabor (Judg. 4:6—15).

= Mt. Zion, originally limited to the SW sector (2 Sam. 5:7), was later used of all Jerusalem (Lam. 1:4).

Genesis 8:5 The water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops
of the mountains became visible.

= decreased continually - Heb. were in going and decreasing, the tenth. Ge 7:11
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Mount Ararat 16, 854 ft High and surrounding mountains

THE EXACT DATE
OF "TOUCH DOWN"

The water decreased steadily (NET - "kept on receding”) until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the
month, the tops of the mountains became visible (See Chronology) Why would God's Spirit inspire Moses to give exact dates for
these events? Clearly this detail speaks to a definite historical event that took place on this day.

THOUGHT- Believe it or not! You can choose to not believe, but you can not choose the consequences you
will incur if this disbelief of the Flood Event causes to to disbelief the rest of the Bible. If your disbelief extends
to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, the consequence you will incur will be eternal separation from
Jesus! Be very careful when you begin to doubt sections of God's Word like the Genesis Flood.

Wenham - “Over two months later, after a gradual decline, the water had fallen sufficiently for the mountain tops to be seen. “The
withdrawal proceeds in steps: Ge 8:4 corresponds to Ge 7:18 (ark floats—ark touches bottom): Ge 8:5 corresponds to Ge 7:19-20
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(hills are covered—tops of hills become visible” (McEvenue, Narrative Style, 65). Note also the correspondence with the account of
creation: “on the third day dry land appeared” (1:9). The third dated event in the flood story is the appearance of the mountains..
(BORROW - Genesis 1-15)

NET NOTE on water decreased steadily (NET - "kept on receding") - Heb “the waters were going and lessening.” The perfect verb
form nn (hayah) is used as an auxiliary verb with the infinitive absolute N1on (khasor, “lessening”), while the infinitive absolute 170
(halokh) indicates continuous action.

John Phillips writes "The Spirit of God notes that the ark “rested” on the seventeenth day. It is no coincidence, surely, that the Lord
Jesus rose from the dead on the very same day of the very same month." In Exodus 12:2 the seventh month was changed to the
first month (known to the Jews as Abib, or Nisan). On the tenth day of that month they secured their Passover lamb. They killed it on
the fourteenth day. The Lord Jesus rose from the dead on the seventeenth day. Having passed through the waters of judgment He
stood in resurrection upon the earth. Thus we find our rest in Him, not in a Jewish Sabbath. (BORROW Exploring Genesis: An

Expository Commentary.)

ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN CALENDARS

Canaanite Sumerian-Babylonian  Hebrew Modern
(1 Kgs. 6:1,37-38; 8:2) (Nippur Calendar) (Geezer Calendar) Equivalents
Abib ("greenheads" of barley) Nisanu Nisan March-April
Ziv (spring brilliance) Ayaru lyyar April-May
Simanu Sivan May-June
Du-uzu Tammuz June-July
Abu Ab July-August
Ululu Elul August-September
Ethanim (permanent water source)  Teshritu Tishri September-October
Bul (rains on produce) Arah-samna Marcheshvan October-November
Kislimu Chislev November-December
Tebitu Tebeth December-January
Shabatu Shebat January-February
Adaru Adar February-March

Genesis 8:6 Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made;

= opened the window - Ge 6:16 Da 6:10

= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Source: Truthnet

Then it came about (it came to pass") at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark(tebah; Lxx =
kibotos) which he had made - Noah is on "higher ground" and about to step on dry ground, all the result of the doing of the LORD.

THOUGHT- Beloved, we have "dry ground" to stand on in Christ, our firm Foundation, as the hymn writer said

(click to play)...
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' How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say, than to you He hath said—
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled.

Wikipedia's comment on the flood and Noah's ark is typical of the opinion of most of the world - "The story in Genesis is based on
earlier flood myths originating in Mesopotamia, and is repeated, with variations, in the Quran, where the Ark appears
as Safinat Nah (Arabic: ¢} 4ai "Noah's ship") and al-fulk (Arabic: i&l)."

COMMENT - Note Wikipedia's description. First it calls it astory, not a historical fact. Second, it classifies it as
a "myth." Third, it says the story isbased on earlier myths. And then Satan counterfeits it like he always
does by repeating it in the Quran! The lost world does not dare the Genesis flood as what it was, a historical
account of the pouring out of God's wrath on an utterly depraved rebellious world. To acknowledge the truth of
the global flood, is to acknowledge that God has the right to judge sin and that He will judge the sin of every
person. Either each unrighteous person will personally receive the eternal death their sin deserves or the
Righteous One Who was made sin will pay the price of death on the Cross for those who believe and they will
personally receive eternal life.

W H Griffith Thomas The Servant's Attitude (Ge 8:6-14).—It was an attitude of Faith. Noah was on the alert and responsive to the
divine movements. Having opened the window, he sent forth a raven, which wandered hither and thither and did not return. Then he
sent forth a dove, but the dove found no resting-place and returned to him in the ark. It was also an attitude of Hope. Having waited
seven days more, again he sent forth a dove, and the dove came back with an olive leaf, so that Noah now knew that the waters
were abating. It was also an attitude of Patience. He waited seven days longer before sending out the dove a third time, and when
the dove did not return, Noah must have known that the day of deliverance was at hand. When God pledges His word and
establishes His covenant, His servants have a strong foundation for their faith, hope, and patience. (Genesis 8 After the Flood)

Bob Utley on the window" This is a different term (challon; Lxx - thuris = window diminutive of thura window and thus a small
opening) from the ambiguous terms of Ge 6:16 (tsohar literally "roof,"). Its size and location are uncertain but probably in the roof
itself.

Wenham (BORROW - Genesis 1-15) - Apparently the window must have been in the roof of the ark; at least it did not allow Noah
to see the waters receding, which is why he resorts to sending out the birds. Gispen notes that before the electronic era sailors used
to use birds in this way to discover if land was close.

NET NOTE - Hebrew = “opened the window in the ark which he had made.” The perfect tense (“had made”) refers to action
preceding the opening of the window, and is therefore rendered as a past perfect. Since in English “had made” could refer to either
the ark or the window, the order of the phrases was reversed in the translation to clarify that the window is the referent.

David Guzik on the number 40 - The number 40 becomes associated with testing and purification, especially before coming into
something new and significant. This is seen in Moses’ time on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:18, Deuteronomy 9:25), the spies’ trip to
Canaan (Numbers 13:25), Israel’s time in the wilderness (Numbers 14:33, 32:13), Elijah’s miraculous journey to Sinai (1 Kings
19:8), and Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness (Mark 1:13).

Ed Comment - All uses of the number 40 in Scripture- Gen. 5:13; Gen. 7:4; Gen. 7:12; Gen. 7:17; Gen.
8:6; Gen. 18:29; Gen. 25:20; Gen. 26:34; Gen. 32:15; Gen. 50:3; Exod. 16:35; Exod. 24:18; Exod. 26:19;
Exod. 26:21; Exod. 34:28; Exod. 36:24; Exod. 36:26; Num. 13:25; Num. 14:33; Num. 14:34; Num. 32:13; Deut.
2:7; Deut. 8:2; Deut. 8:4; Deut. 9:9; Deut. 9:11; Deut. 9:18; Deut. 9:25; Deut. 10:10; Deut. 25:3; Deut. 29:5;
Jos. 5:6; Jos. 14:7; Jdg. 3:11; Jdg. 5:8; Jdg. 5:31; Jdg. 8:28; Jdg. 12:14; Jdg. 13:1; 1 Sam. 4:18; 1 Sam. 13:1;
1 Sam. 17:16; 2 Sam. 2:10; 2 Sam. 5:4; 2 Sam. 15:7; 1 Ki. 2:11; 1 Ki. 6:17; 1 Ki. 7:38; 1 Ki. 11:42; 1 Ki. 19:8;
2 Ki. 8:9; 2 Ki. 12:1; 1 Chr. 29:27; 2 Chr. 9:30; 2 Chr. 24:1; Neh. 5:15; Neh. 9:21; Ps. 95:10; Ezek. 4:6; Ezek.
29:11; Ezek. 29:12; Ezek. 29:13; Ezek. 41:2; Ezek. 46:22; Amos 2:10; Amos 5:25; Jon. 3:4; Matt. 4:2; Mk.
1:13; Lk. 4:2; Acts 1:3; Acts 4:22; Acts 7:23; Acts 7:30; Acts 7:36; Acts 7:42; Acts 13:18; Acts 13:21; Acts
23:13; Acts 23:21; Heb. 3:9; Heb. 3:17

Bob Utley on 40 - Forty — number for time sometimes literal (exodus and wilderness wanderings, e.g., Ex 16:35); Dt. 2:7; 8:2 or
can be literal or symbolic

(1) flood, Ge 7:4,17; 8:6

(2) Moses on Mt. Sinai, Exod. 24:18; 34:28; Deut. 9:9,11,18,25

(3) divisions of Moses life: (a) forty years in Egypt (b) forty years in the desert (c) forty years leading Israel

(4) Jesus fasted forty days, Matt. 4:2; Mark 1:13; Luke 4:2



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cY6k2QhdCn0&ab_channel=SovereignGraceMusic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah%2527s_Ark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flood_myth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
http://archive.org/stream/genesisadevotion00thomuoft#page/98/mode/1up
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/old_testament_studies/VOL01AOT/VOL01AOT_08.html
https://archive.org/details/genesis1150001wenh_d0r9
https://netbible.org/bible/Genesis+8
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/genesis-7/
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/special_topics/symbolic_numbers.html

THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE FLOOD

There were forty days during which the rain fell 40

Throughout another 110 days the waters continued to rise, making 150 days in all for their “prevailing” (Ge 7:24) 110

The waters occupied 74 days in their “going and decreasing” (AV margin). This was from the 17th day of the seventh
month to the 1st day of the tenth month (Ge 8:5). There being 30 days to a month, the figures in days are 13 plus 30 plus| 74
30 plus 1

Forty days elapsed before Noah sent out the raven (Ge 8:6-7) 40

Seven days elapsed before Noah sent out the dove for the first time (Ge 8:8). This period is necessary for reaching the

total and is given by implication from the phrase “other seven days” (Ge 8:10) ’
Seven days passed before sending out the dove for the second time (Ge 8:10) 7
Seven days more passed before the third sending of the dove (Ge 8:12) 7
Up to this point 285 days are accounted for, but the next episode is dated the 1st of the first month in the 601st year. From 29
the date in Ge 7:11 to this point in Ge 8:13 is a period of 314 days; therefore an interval of 29 days elapses

From the removal of the covering of the ark to the very end of the experience was a further 57 days (Ge 8:14) 57
TOTAL s

Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1953), pp. 84-85 (BORROW). As is pointed out in our discussion below, the Flood probably reached its
maximum depth after the first forty days, instead of rising throughout the 150 days as Kevan indicates. - From The Genesis Flood -
Whitcomb and Morris, page 2. (BORROW)

Gotquestions.org - How long was Noah on the ark? Noah entered the ark in the 600th year of his life, on the 17th day of the 2nd
month (Genesis 7:11-13). Noah left the ark on the 27th day of the 2nd month of the following year (Genesis 8:14-15). Therefore,
assuming a lunar calendar of 360 days, Noah was on the ark for approximately 370 days.

HERE IS ANOTHER CHRONOLOGY The Flood Chronology - John MacArthur

—_

In the 600th year of Noah (second month, tenth day), Noah entered the ark (Ge 7:4, 10, 11).
In the 600th year of Noah (second month, seventeenth day), the flood began (Gen. 7:11).
3. The waters flooded the earth for 150 days (5 months of 30 days each), including the 40 days and 40 nights of rain (Gen.
712,17, 24; 8:1).
In the 600th year of Noah (seventh month, seventh day), the waters began to recede (Ge 7:24; 8:1).
The waters later receded to the point that (600th year, seventh month, seventeenth day) the ark rested onArarat (Gen. 8:3,
4).
The waters continued to abate so that (600th year, tenth month, first day) the tops of the mountains were visible (Gen. 8:5).
Forty days later (600th year, eleventh month, tenth day) Noah sent out a raven and a dove (Gen. 8:6). Over the next 14
days, Noah sent out two more doves (Gen. 8:10, 12). In all, this took 61 days or two months and one day.
By Noah’s 601st year on the first month, the first day, the water had dried up (Gen. 8:12, 13).
9. Noah waited one month and twenty-six days before he disembarked in the second month, the 27th day of his 601st year.
From beginning to end, the Flood lasted one year and ten days from Gen. 7:11 to Gen. 8:14.

N

»
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Genesis 8:7 and he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up from the earth.

= araven-Lev 11:15 1Ki 17:4,6 Job 38:41 Ps 147:9
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries
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THE RAVEN TO RECONNOITER
BUT IT DOES NOT RETURN

and he sent out araven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up from the earth- It is interesting that Noah first
sends out an unclean bird (Lev 11:13, 15, Dt 14:12, 14) who did not return. Flew here and there is not clear but is it clear the raven
had to survive for this species to propagate (because there were only 2 on the Ark). Presumably he found carrion among the dead
carcasses strewn throughout the area. It seems that Noah would have then known there were dead bodies that had drowned in the
flood. God had told him there would be no survivors of this catastrophe. While God killed the sinners with the flood, their bodies
would have still been present. The text does not not relate what Noah and family might have seen when they venture out but
theoretically it could have been quite a horrendous scene!

THOUGHT - It is worth mentioning that both the raven and the dove have been allegorized, respectively as
"Satan" and the "Holy Spirit." These "interpretations” seem a bit far fetched and demonstrate the potential
danger of allegorical interpretation, which is especially prominent in commentaries on the Revelation. The
safest approach to ensure the most accurate interpretation of the Bible is to read the text literally.

MacArthur on raven - Ravens survive on a broad range of food types. If any food was available outside the ark, the raven could
survive. In contrast, a dove is much more selective in its food choices. The dove’s choice of food would indicate that new life had
begun to grow; thus Noah and his family could also survive outside the ark. (See MSB Note)

Spurgeon thinks the raven was "Sometimes alighting on the ark; then flying away again." | wonder whether Noah sent out these
creatures on the Sabbath mornings. The mention of seven days, and the resting in between seems to look like it. Oh, dear friends,
sometimes people send out a raven on the Lord’s day morning, and it never brings them anything. Send out a dove rather than a
raven; come to the house of God with quiet, gentle, holy expectation, and your dove will come back to you. It may be that it will bring
you something worth bringing one of these days, as Noah’s dove brought to him.

Bob Utley on raven....dove (Ge 8:8) - Be careful not to allegorize these birds! There is an exact parallel in Mesopotamian literature
(i.e., Gilgamesh Epic, Gen. 11:145-155), which seems too specific for coincidence. There is a literary or worldview relationship
between the Bible (i.e., Genesis 1-11) and Mesopotamian literature. In my opinion the Ancient Near Eastern traditions about
creation were known to all humans before the Tower of Babel dispersion in Genesis 10-11 (ED: EXPLAINING HOW THEY SPREAD
WORLDWIDE - SEE FLOOD LEGENDS). These traditions became polytheistic in the culture not guided by YHWH.

Raven [NAVE]

= A black carnivorous bird, Prov. 30:17; Song 5:11.

« Forbidden as food, Lev. 11:15; Dt. 14:14.

= Preserved by Noah in the ark, Ge 8:7.

= Fed Elijah, 1Ki 17:4-6.

= Cared for by divine providence, Lk 12:24.

« BORROW helpful resource Raven and Dove on page 54 in All the birds of the Bible : their stories, identification and
meaning by Alice Parmelee

Genesis 8:8 Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the face of the land;

=« adove - Ge 8:10-12 Song 1:15 2:11,12,14 Mt 10:16
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

NOAH SENDS DOVE
TO RECONNOITER

Then he sent out adove from him, to see if the water was abated (receded) from the face of the land- The dove is a clean
animal which was suitable for sacrifices to the LORD (Lev 1:14, Lev 12:6).

Wenham (BORROW - Genesis 1-15) - Nothing is said here about how long Noah waited after sending out the raven before sending
out the dove, but Ge 8:10 “another seven days” implies a week.

Dove, Turtledove [NAVE]
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=« Sent out from the ark by Noah, Gen. 8:8-11.

= Mourning of, Isa. 38:14; 59:11; Nah. 2:7.

= Domesticated, Isa. 60:8.

= Nests of, Jer. 48:28.

=« Harmlessness of, typical of Christ's gentleness, Matt. 10:16.

« Sacrificial uses of, Gen. 15:9.

= Prescribed for purification: Of women, Lev. 12:6, 8; Luke 2:24; of Nazirites, Num. 6:10; of lepers, Lev. 14:22.

= Burnt offering of, Lev. 1:14-17.

= Trespass offering of, for those with little resource, Lev. 5:7-10; 12:8.

= Sin offering, for those who touched any dead body, Num. 6:10.

= Market for, in the temple, Matt. 21:12; John 2:14.

=« Symbolical Of the Holy Spirit, Matt. 3:16; Luke 3:22; John 1:32.

= BORROW helpful resource Raven and Dove on page 54 in All the birds of the Bible : their stories, identification and
meaning by Alice Parmelee

Genesis 8:9 but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him into the ark, for the water
was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself.

= found - De 28:65 Eze 7:16 Mt 11:28 Joh 16:33
= and she - Ps 116:7 Isa 60:8
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passage:

Proverbs 12:10 A righteous man (NOAH) has regard for the life of his animal (THE DOVE), But even the
compassion of the wicked is cruel.

DOVE'S FLIGHT
WITHOUT SUCCESS

but the dove found no resting place (manoach) for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him into the ark(tebah; Lxx =
kibotos), for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the
ark (tebah; Lxx = kibotos) to himself. - Note the play on words as resting place (manoach) with Noah's name (noach) Wenham
(BORROW - Genesis 1-15) quips that "Literally, “the dove found no manéh (resting place).” She looked for another Noah outside the
ark, but finding none, she returned to the Noah she knew."

Wenham (BORROW - Genesis 1-15) says in his careful Noah illustrates his righteousness not only by his piety toward God but by
his devoted concern for the animals; he was an archetypal conservationist. This is another respect in which he is an imitator of God
(cf. Ge 8:1).

Excerpt from Spurgeon's introduction of "'The Dove's Return to the Ark" - THE sending forth of the raven and of the dove, have
furnished ready materials for numerous allegories with which divines in different ages have sometimes edified, and more frequently
amused their hearers. We cannot afford time to mention many of them, but one of the host may serve as a specimen. Certain
expositors have fancied that the mission of the raven prefigured the sending forth of the law, which was black and terrible, and which
came not back to man bearing any token of comfort, or sign of hope; and that afterwards the Lord sent forth the gospel,
foreshadowed by the dove, which by-and-by came back to sinful man, bearing the olive-branch of peace; thus they illustrated the
great truth, that there is no peace on the terms of the law, for that raven can only croak hoarsely and fiercely, but there is peace on
the ground of the gospel, for the dove bears the olive-branch in her mouth. Such farfetched allegories as these, at the time when
they were contrived and carried out may have had their value, and have been instructive to an undiscerning age; it is not, however,
to be regretted that the Church of to-day has far less taste for such childish things. We are quite as willing as any men to see
allegories where they are really clear, for we remember the words of Paul concerning Hagar and Sarah, “which things are an
allegory,” but we are not ready to follow the quaint and queer inventions of spiritualists whether ancient or modern. The clue must be
evident, or we had rather not enter the labyrinth.

There is one adaptation of the incident before us which seems so naturally to suggest itself, that | could not help using it this
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morning. The dove may well picture the believer’'s soul. That soul sometimes flies abroad to and fro, and takes a survey of all things,
but it finds no rest for the sole of its foot anywhere except in Christ Jesus; and, therefore, however long its flight, it is sure eventually
to return to its own proper resting-place. The child of God can never be content out of his God: he who has once had Christ in him,
the hope of glory, can never be satisfied to rest or glory except in the Lord Jesus.

Excerpt from Spurgeon's sermon "THE WEARY DOVE’S RETURN" - NOAH knew that God would in due time let him out of the
ark. He was quite sure that the Lord had not put him into the ark to make a great coffin of it, that he and all those living creatures that
went in with him should perish there; and, because he believed in God, therefore he removed the covering of the ark, and looked

abroad, expecting by-and-by to see not only the tops of the mountains, but also a dry and green earth once more. True faith often
goes to the window. If your faith turns her face to the wall, and expects nothing, | do not think it is genuine faith. Faith has eyes, and
therefore she looks afar off, and she often watches as the watchman of the night looks for the grey dawn of the morning. You
remember the story of the child who went to a prayer-meeting, which was called together to pray for rain. She expected that God
would send the rain, so she took her umbrella with her because she wanted to get home in the dry. | wish that you and | had learned
the same simple art of faith. Having prayed, and having believed, let us expect; let us open the window, and look out. God never
failed an expectant people yet; but a great many of his people fail to expect; and if you do not expect, you are not likely to receive.
David said, “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him;” and when your expectation is from him, it will not be
disappointed. It is a great pity when we keep the shutters up, so that we cannot look out of the window to see the dry land.

Next, because Noah expected the earth to be dry, he sent out the raven; and when the raven did not answer his purpose, he sent
out the dove. After the dove came back with no tidings, he waited seven days, and then sent her out again; and when she returned
with only an olive leaf in her mouth, he waited seven days more, and then sent her out again. Oh, dear friends, often send out your
doves! Be looking out for blessings; you have asked for them, God has promised to give them, send out your doves to see whether
the blessings are not there; and if you do so constantly, and perseveringly, verily, | say unto you, you shall have your reward.

Still, notice that Noah, when he had the best evidence that he could get that the earth was dry, did not dare to go out of the ark till
God opened the door. So, gather all the information you possibly can about your position, and act according to the rules of common
sense; but, after you have done that, still wait upon God. When you know from your ravens and your doves that the earth is getting
dry, do not come out till he that shut the door opens it for you. Dear people of God, | wish that we had more of that old habit of
looking to Providence. We have become so wise, nowadays, that we do not require the fiery-cloudy pillar. We run without divine
guidance; but, mark you, we often have to run back again. We are guests at the table of Providence, and if we will let God carve for
us, our plate will always have a sufficiency on it; but if we get carving for ourselves, we shall cut our fingers, and not cut much else,
and we shall have great cause to be ashamed that, instead of trusting God, we took to trusting ourselves. Do not trust your raven, do
not trust your dove, trust your God; and if you go where he guides you, you will go the right way, even if it should be a rough way,
and you will have to say, “Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.”

Now to come a little closer to the text, and to what we are about to say upon it. | do not know where the raven rested, whether he
did, as some suppose, alight on the corpses floating on the flood, which | hardly think is likely, for God was preparing the earth for
Noah to come back upon it, and he would not leave it strewn with carcases, as some have imagined. Whether the raven returned to
the ark, but refused to come in; or whether it found a resting-place on the slimy boughs of trees, or on the tops of the mountains,
which we are told began to be visible, | cannot tell. This | do know, that, wherever the raven rested, the dove could not do so; there
was no clean place fit for the dove’s clean nature. So it had to return to the ark; and when, weak and weary, it could hardly reach the
ark, being heavy with the damp, perhaps mired with the filthy water into which it may have fallen in its weariness, while just able to
get as far as the ark, it might have perished in the waters had not Noah perceived his little bird coming to the window. | suppose he
was there already looking out for her, and he stretched forth his hand, and caught her, and pulled her in, and she was safe in the ark
again.

There are three lessons which | am going to try to teach you from this simple little incident.....

Genesis 8:10 So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the ark.

=« waited yet another seven days - Ps 40:1 Isa 8:17 26:8 Ro 8:25
= seven- Ge 8:127:4,10
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

NOAH PATIENTLY WAITS


https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/the-weary-doves-return/
https://www.preceptaustin.org/genesis-8-resources

SEVEN MORE DAYS

So he waited yet another seven days (See Chronology) And again he sent out the dove from the ark- Noah is clearly a very
patient man! Noah seems to be thinking in terms of "sevens."

Seven in Genesis - Gen. 5:7; Gen. 5:26; Gen. 5:31; Gen. 7:2; Gen. 7:3; Gen. 7:4; Gen. 7:10; Gen. 7:11; Gen.
8:4; Gen. 8:10; Gen. 8:12; Gen. 8:14; Gen. 11:21; Gen. 21:28; Gen. 21:29; Gen. 21:30; Gen. 23:1; Gen.
25:17; Gen. 29:18; Gen. 29:20; Gen. 29:27; Gen. 29:30; Gen. 31:23; Gen. 33:3; Gen. 37:2; Gen. 41:2; Gen.
41:3; Gen. 41:4; Gen. 41:5; Gen. 41:6; Gen. 41:7; Gen. 41:18; Gen. 41:19; Gen. 41:20; Gen. 41:22; Gen.
41:23; Gen. 41:24; Gen. 41:26; Gen. 41:27; Gen. 41:29; Gen. 41:30; Gen. 41:34; Gen. 41:36; Gen. 41:47;
Gen. 41:48; Gen. 41:53; Gen. 41:54; Gen. 46:25; Gen. 47:28; Gen. 50:10

Genesis 8:11 The dove came to him toward evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah knew
that the water was abated from the earth.

= an olive- Ne 8:15 Zec 4:12-14 Ro 10:15
= Genesis 8 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

SUCCESSFUL SECOND FLIGHT:
THE SIGN OF THE OLIVE LEAF

The dove came to him toward evening, and behold, (hinneh - draws attention) in her beak was a freshly picked olive leaf-
Mission accomplished! Freshly picked and not a residua of the plants that had been destroyed and may have been deposited as
dead debris on the ground. And note that implication is that this was not just dry ground but ground that had already sprouted plants
with branches and leaves, an observation which certainly suggests this was a supernaturally enabled sprouting this soon after the
flood had destroyed every living thing.

NET NOTE - behold, (hinneh) "draws attention to the olive leaf. It invites readers to enter into the story, as it were, and look at the
olive leaf with their own eyes."

Henry Morris - The olive tree is extremely hardy and can grow and thrive on almost barren rocky slopes. The fresh olive leaf
plucked by the dove proved the land was beginning to produce a vegetal cover and so would soon be ready to support its human
and animal residents again. Both seeds and cuttings from pre-Flood plants were abundant in the sediments of the Flood and could
grow again as soon as adequate sunlight and dry land were available. Experiments have shown that seeds of a wide variety of
plants will sprout even after many months of submergence in salt water. (BORROW The Defender's Study Bible)

So - Term of conclusion. Noah's sighting the olive leaf allowed him to come to a firm conclusion.

Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth- Imagine the celebration of the 8 souls who had been on a floating barge
for over a year. One wonders i